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Regular Méeting

For the Record

Public Forum

Records

o

- The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Fitchburg was held over the Zoom

meeting platform and live streamed at FATV Studios, Fitchburg, on

September 3, 2020. The meeting was called to order by President Michael Kushmerek at 7:04
P.M. The Clerk stated the names of the Councillors who have logged in and ten (10) Councillors
were present. Councillor Fleming was absent. The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag led
by Councillor Squailia.

Noted for the record:

FATYV was recording the audio and video of the meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM

The following statement was issued for anyone wishing to participate the Public Forum:
The public is invited to participate in the Zoom webinar of Sep 3, 2020 07:00 PM
Topic: Fitchburg City Council Meeting - September 3rd, 2020 = -

Register in advance for the Public Comment/Hearing portion of the Agenda by going to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/ WN_jghOhGNIR9uNMoXnLLEQ_fA

~ After registering, y01i will receive a confirmation email containing information about
logging in to join the webinar.

Alternatively, comments of not more than two (2) minutes may be sent to the City Clerk’s Office
by NOON on September 3, 2020 by calling 978-829-1820 or via email at:
cityclerk@fitchburgma.gov.

‘ Chlef Ernest Martineau joined the City Council meeting to ask that orders 179-20 and 180-20 be

granted under Suspension of the Rules. He noted that 179-20 is a grant that the Fltchburg Police
Department received from the Federal Government, and will be used for ways to improve the
area between the First Street road area and River Street around the rail tracks. As Fitchburg
progresses to a Rail Trail, it was considered a great opportunity for police officers to not only

- provide enforcement but education regarding safety near an active rail. The grant money would

go directly to this effort.

Order 180-20 is a recurring grant that is given from the Massachusetts Office of Executive
Safety and is a State 911 grant. There had been a significant increase to the amount given from
prior years. The number is based upon increased calls to the 911 call service. Money will go to
funding 911 dispatchers. :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RECORDS

The Committee on records reported the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 21, 2020, and the
Special Meeting of August 4, 2020, Were correctly recorded. Report accepted and minutes ‘
adopted. ‘
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His Honor the Mayor
Appointment Letters

1. Ms. Michele Marino, as the Veteran’s Service Commissioner, term to expire on October 1,
2023. (Re-Appointment) o :

-

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
. . \ . )
STEPHEN L. DINATALE : AARON TOURIGNY

MAYOR : _ " CHIEF OF STAFF ‘
166 BOULDER DRIVE ’ ( . ATOURIGNY@FlTCHBURGMA.FOV

FITCHBURG, MA 01420 ‘ " JOAN DAVID
TEL. (978) 829-1801 _ ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE .

) . ' . ’ JDAVID@FITCHBURGMA.GOV

August 17, 2020

The Honorable City Council . _

Fitchburg Municipal Offices ' ' '

166 Boulder Drive, Suite 108 - : y
" Fitchburg, MA 01420

Dear Honorable Councilors, -

I hereby refappoinf and ask for your confirmation of Ms. Michele Marino of 131 Newtonville Avenue,
Fitchburg MA, as Veterans Setvice Commissioner for a three year term scheduled to expire on October 1, 2023.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

6N L) 9V g
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Communication
His ‘Honor the
Mayor
Appointment:
Letters:

2. Charles A. Colburn, III and Ryan J. Major as permanent full time Fueﬁghters for the City of
F1tchburg

v

M 558l A - et s s 8o < e

B CHBURG €ITY OLERK

- VAROTRTCHOET - W his 20 ,A'H'u..:'lé
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

STEPHEN L. DINATALE ' AARON TOURIGNY
MAYOR _ _ ‘ : CHIEF OF STAFF
6 BOULDER DR : ATOURIGNY@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
- 166 BOULDER DRIVE "rerTCHRY
FITCHBURG, MA 01420 - . ' - JOAN DAVID
TEL. (978) 829-1801 ‘ ‘ ' ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE -
JDAVID@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
August 10, 2020

The Honorable City Council
Fitchburg Municjpal Offices
166 Boulder Drive,.Suite 108
. Fitchburg, MA 01420 ’
RE: Two Firefighter Appointments
‘. Dear Honorable Councilors,

I hereby appoint and ask for your confirmatlon of the followmg md1v1dua1s as permanent full t1me
Firefighters for the City of Fitchburg:

Charles A. Colburn', I
. 010t

|

Ryan J. Major

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Stephen L. DiNatale
‘Mayor .

Appointments read and referred to the Appointments Committee.
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His Honor the
| S Mayor
ST PR SR S S UU— Appointment.
" 3. Promotion of Acting Lieutenant Patrick G. Haverty to Permanent fire Lieutenant and Private Letters

Jude A. Lambert to Temporary Lieutenant, effective Monday, September 7, 2020.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR - .
STEPHEN L..DINATALE A o o ~ AARON TOURIGNY
. MAYOR' : '~ CHIEF OF STAFF
166'BOUEDEk DRIVE o . ) ' ATOURIGNY@FITCHBURGMA.GOV
FITCHBURG, MA 01420 | | JOAN DAVID
TEL. (978) 829-1801 ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE
s : .JD_AVID@F!TCHBURGMA.GOV
August 31, 2020
' _r
‘The Honorable City Council e T
Fitchburg Municipal Offices - =
166 Boulder Drive, Suite 108 e

Fitchburg, MA 01420

‘ Dea.f- Hondrablé'CoUncﬂors, :
" 1hereby appoint and ask for your confirmation the promotion of Acting Lieutenant Patrick G. Hagérty to
permanent Fire Lieutenant, and Private Jude A. Lambert to temporary Lieutenant, ‘effective Monday, September

7, 2020. ' : - - T

These prqn"iotions will fill the Vacancie§' created by the passing of Lieuteniant Edward Suatez, and the temp"orary
 promotion of Captain Andrew K. Roy. - o

P

Stephen L. DiNatal

Promotion letter .rea.d and placed on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
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Martineau 1 o o ' ‘ |
Fitchburg Police~ | -+ o . e e L
pepariment ' - - COMMUNICATION -
Chief Ertiest Martineau - :
o F1tchburg Pohce Department;‘

' DERARFMENTIOPERRWONS
' 978-346-4355
FAX: 078-345-4086 .

CITY OF FITCHBURG .w;wa%m
POLICE DEPARTMENT

- Recgaos BUREAU.
. 20 Elm Street ) : FA?( %%gﬁ-%oa
Fltehburg, Maseaehusetts 01420 3204 . cmarowouce
‘www.fitchbur olice com
ERNESTF. MARTINEAU ST | o T o omassees
_ cmeaom:eucs o Lo o : SRR
g 3
. s &
" Honorable Mayor StephenL DiNatale RPVCE ﬁ -
' Mayor City of Fitchburg ' - g 1
L& -5 X
Honorable Ctty Councll members % &
o . As Chlef of Pohce for the Clty of Fltehburg, and'a resxdent of this city, I feela need and . S
N - ' . obligation to respond to the continued cries calling for the dtvestment of funds from pohee

and the remvestment of those ﬁmds into our, commumty

_ You, and other local elected oiﬁclals have been recexvmg a cut a:nd paste response to. d1vest
resources from your. pohce depamnent, and to reinvest them ih our Commiunity. T would-
 contend'thata fully funded police; department is an investment in the Commumty, and one
- which will continue to: paydividerids to the people of. F1tehburg Your continued
encouragement and direction in the face of the current outcry is much’ appreciated by the men .

and women of the Fitchburg Pohce Department who tirelessly. serve. the people of our,
commumty .

The Fitchbuig Police Department once. employed 96 pohce oﬂ’icers, while today we. have a

: oomplement of only 79.sworn police officers. Despite not having the resoutces once
avmlable, ‘the officers of the Fitchburg police departinent continue to make daily- mvestments
“in our community. Faced with daily uncertainty during the COVID 19 pandemzc your:

officers have reported. for duty every day, putung the needs of our citizens first w1thout
regard for their own personal safety. .

In 2015, Presudent Barack Obama’s task force on 21st Century Pohcmg developed what is
considered to be a transformational campaign, . I.aw enfotcement was given the final report
to use as a guide for the future development of policing.. Trust between law. enforcement and
the people they protect: and serveis essential. Law enforcement leaders were given the
following six pillars designed to achieve this trust; Bulldmg trust and. legmmacy, pohcy and

- oversight, technology and social media, cormunity policing and crime reduction, training
~ and education, and officer-wellness and safety. The Fitchburg ] Police Department embraced
* the challenge set forth in the President’s report. The policies arid. practices are evident in the
daily interactions of'y ‘your Police Department. Sound policy and standards are in place and
embedded in the day to day operanons of the F1tchburg Police Department
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the exception, Our robust jail od oni earlyintervention; - -

[P : .
Lov o
3

alt inthé:iml)lemeptjaftidh,of ‘soﬁiic_v_l_- policy' and standards.

community engagément the norm, not

Strong supervision and oversight ze

commimity outreash, and: solutio

pohcmngghly trained

to reoognize iinplicit biss, and to respond with faif and imperti

eyond incarceration. Police offigers are trained on how

' police officets are equipped with-de-escal ating skills and advanced traiping in crisis -~

intervention. Dedicated school resource officers are fotging lasting relationships with the'

" . City’s youth. ‘The resource officers are involyedin various youth programs including the

. Police Department do-céi

. utilizing tear gas'and other milit

tinie to listen, accept criticism, and make change where needed. I

‘ot succumnb to a knee-jerk resction implementing what appe

Junior Police Academy, PAL, summet prograins, and coaching; all the while ensuring a safe :

environment to learn. The members of the Fitchburg Police Department are dedicated to

making Fitchburg a better place to call home. .I-am proud of the officers who, despite the -

controversy and almost daily assanlts by the media and anti-police organizations, report to

 work day in and day. out to safeguard the citizets of Fitchburg. °

" To the concerned residﬁgts.‘w'_lg_q;g;@- sharingthmmass maihngand de_max_ldin_g: the Fitchburg

- , following: “Duty to Intervene” has been. * -
oV¢ into the policies.of the Fitchbur  Department for IS, 1Iainil

scalation, procedural justice, and bias:b slicing ate the norm-and not the exception.
All forms of neck festraint have been banned b policy, and have not been a part of our -

3

 police training for decades. . Your police department does not engage in the practice of . -
y-style tactics as asserted: The menibers of the.department

o

have diligently worked side by side with community and spiritual leaders to forge friendships
and partnerships to better protect the citizens of our great city. :

T will be the first to say we all have room to imprb#‘e; and that no one par,sdi; or profession is

without fault, ARter witnessing George Floyd’s death, [was outraged. The police officers

actions were depraved, indifferent, and senseless. That was an unlawful killing. Now is the -

' f m willing fo implement
change. However, we must choose change carefully and implement that change critically,

' o be a duick solution. Our
mission is to protect and serve the citizens of Fitchburg. "To be successful in that mission we

must engage the help and support of all of our community members.

‘We must-ensure thidt Fitchburg remains safs and that we emerge stronger, asone .
multicultural community. Now is not'a timé to divest in policing. It isa time to ifivest, not
only in policing, but in humanity. One cannot happen without the other and I am optimistic
transformational changeis athand. : - : o

Respectfully Submitted,

Erhost Martineats
Chief of Police.

vvvvvvv

- President Kushmerek read the letter into the record.

ot matly years: Training inde-

Communication

Chief Ernest
Martineau
Fitchburg Police
Department
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- COMMUNICATION
-Pension Reserves Investment Management Board
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. 442% 10.87%

84 State Street, Sulte 250 . 'Deborah B, Goldberg, Treasurer and Recelver General, Chair
Boston, zmammgcwﬂa 02109 . : . Michael G. Troisky; CFA, Executive Director
~ Fitchburg Retirement mwmaaa . : c
General Allocation Account '
* July 01, 2020 to July 31, 2020 -
Month To Date - Fiscal Year To Date Calendar Year To Date
* Your begirining net asset value for the period was: . 120,226217.97 120,226,217.97 132,259,241:63
_Your change in investment value for the period was:- 3,661,931.31 . 3,661,931.31 (1,171,092.35)
,w.oE exchanges from (to) the numr md:n for the m.mﬂon ssd ' (1,200,000.00) " {1,200,000.00) (8.400,000.00)
S.EQEEBS, valute for the period was: x :».&ﬁ%& 122,688,149.28 -122,688,149.28
.uﬁanEEaﬂmnEEGEHSBnéEEﬁudﬂzmmawnﬁ.:anEBﬁﬁnzduNFHZﬂBEEEwﬂ:ﬁzmwmﬁaasﬁ S . ) o
Gross Investment Income: . . _ 172,266.86 172,266.86 . 1,576,653.45
Less Management Fees: _ N . _ . (17,598.01) (17,598.01) 4 ' (322,856.38)
Net Investment Income: - : - 154668.85 15466885 _ 1,283,797.07.
Net Fund Unrealized Gains/Losses; _ : 2,646,515.11 2,646,515.11 | (4068,298.27)
. NetFund Realized Gains/Losses: A - 860,74735 860,747.35 . _ 1.643,408.85
i Change in Investment Value as Above: . .u.areﬂ.u_. . _Seennn - _ (1,171,092.35)
" As em July mu. 2020 the net asset «G—..n of wéE. qumgoa in the Eﬂ,-. HEE was: - . . wnn : A 8
w_._. nd Oo..o >mmm~ >=cnmgo= o ®WCashOverlay
W.: ._.m.uw.x. ' M Core Fixed income
. SERE [ Domestic Equity

.d_:u _s!.xoﬁ

i § _abﬂ_ Assets
B Real Estate
S| Risk Premia
- M Timberland
] <u_:a.>namn mxu..._ _un

Huéﬂ have any a__nuneum nomu-.&.—m your mﬁﬁmﬂoﬁ« Eﬁmo 35?3 your Senior Client mo-é-aﬂa Officer WwE Todisco (617) 946-8423.
A %B_Nm& statement of your 9\.8:5 is attached to this summary sheet.
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Pension mmmm:\mm S_\mma:mau Em:mnmamau moma o _
84 State Street, Suite 250 - o _ .N . cmcoa__. B. ooawoa. Treasurer and Receiver Qm:oB_ Chair

'8 Boston, Massachusetts 02109 _ o B , K © Michael G. Trotsky, GFA, Executive Director .
N . _ m.:&:::.m Wnﬂnﬁumﬁn mwmnmE
. &, Gnu_g Investment:
~ ) HEM 01, Nepe to. HE% wuw Ncue
3 o | |
§ o , Month To a&@ S Fiscal Year To Date Calendar Year To Date
m. - . -+ . Your beginning net asset value for the period was: . o o - 000 - 0.00 C 000
b . Your investment income for the period was: . . o . .. 48838 48838 . 488.38
. Your total contributions for the period were: P 13,831,01200 - . 13,831,01200 13,831,012.00
" Yourtotal redemptions for the period were: o (1,200,000.00)  (1,200,000.00) (8,400,000.00)
m Your total éxchanges for the period were: “ 1,200,000,00 1,200,00000 - 8,400,000.00
| 'Your state appropriations for the period were: _ . . 000 - .- 000 . . 0.00
. ,” . Your ending net asset value for the period was: . . _ . Gw.wurwecbw o .uu‘uuu.ms.um . . 13,831,500.38

.

13.831.500.38

| As of July uu.., 2020 the net um_ﬂms value of your investment in the .n»mw Fund was:

Coty of Fitehbury,

o
5 o
o, 8
E &
(& -
S &
2 8
wm!w m H.wcﬁ have any a:ﬁﬁoum qnm_:.&uw wcﬁ. msnaﬁonr 5—8.3 contact your moﬂen Client monqmnam Officer Paul Todisco (617) w&a.manm
(Y o A m&nlm& Statement of your nnﬁo§n is n«Bn\Rm to QE. summary sheet.
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. 84 State Streét; Suite 250 ) n . . . Deborahi B. Goldberg, Treasurerand Receiver General, Chair
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 ) . . . _ S - Michael G. Trotsky, CFA, Executive Director
. _Ennruﬁm.ﬁcmnan.oa System : _ : :
) General Allocation Account
June 01, 2020 to June 30, 2020
. ~ T , :
B . - Month To Date Hmmﬁn Year To Date Calendar Year To Date , ' +
&eﬂa@%ﬁm net asset value for the umlon was: © 7 121,071,368.86 . ,:m,gm..ﬁm..% ) 132.259,241.63 .
‘Your change in investment value for the period was: 354384911 - 2,518,117.27 (4,833,023.66)
 Your exchanges from (to) the Cash Fund for the period were: ' (1,200,000.00) : (1,195.374.94) (7,200,000.00)
Your E&:nuo.sﬂaﬁ_.s for the period was: - - © o 120,226,217.97 T _ Sﬁuﬁd 97 120,226,217.97 -8
] Net Q.uuno in Investment Value represents the Bo» a—»u.mo n:.e._ns investment uandnﬁ as ?Eza , ; ] _ it
] . Gross Investment Income: : | 36553895 299426011  1,404,386.59 . o
Less Management Fees: (113,61490) - _ (636,126.24) _(305,258.37) _, % |
Net Investment Income: 251,924.05 i - 2,358,133.87 " 1,099,128.22 >
‘Net Fund Unrealized Gains/Losses: .  (446,706.43) . (3.661,430.56) . | (6714,81338) )
: _ NetFund Realized Gains/Losses: 549,631.49 -3,821,413.96 _ 782,661.50 . .m
' Net n_.n..nosuuén Value as Above:’ - 352,340.11 S 251811727 , _ (4,833,023.66) =
_,m - . - | ._ . — — . __ =
- . As of June 30, 2020 the net asset value of your investment in the PRIT Fund was: 120.226.217. =
o o . . - ) o
- B W : PRIT Fund Core Asset Aliocation : T 1At . . Cash 93:»«. 9
9 : . . : o .a< b . M Core Fixed Income &
2 L o n _ . _ 1 Domestic Equity. ﬁm.
@’ As of June 30, 2020 . _ O Emerging Markets o
« . B Equity Hedge g
4 M Hedge Funds -
5w - Sy
X Y quidating Portfolio .
‘ @ il W Other Credit Ovvo:::#_mm M L
N EHOw 4 W Private Debt 5]
= . - D Private Equity .,m
. wﬁ - -EReal Assets, (3]
== B Real Estate g
o 0 / / ™ Risk Premia
. & 55 S  Timberldnd m
R & N 10% 11105 " B Value-Added Fixed inc. £
Leh -3 - ‘
N . s = umucﬁ have any n:»mneum HnmE...—Em your wnngob# please contact woﬁ. w«ES. Client Services 038-. Hwﬂ_ .He&une RHS 946-8423.
%W/ &= =™ . A %«EE& statement of u§=. account is attached to this summary sheet. .
. S .
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“|Reports of
Committees
City Property
Vo : ‘ Committee

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

City Property Committee Oral Report
Meeting of July 28, 2020

The City Property Committee recommended the following Petition be held in Committee:

046-20. Councillors Marisa Fleming and Marcus DiNatale, to declare Ethier Street a
Public Way. ' ‘

Report accepted. Petition held by unanimous consent 10/0. 10 members present. Board consists
of 11 members. -

‘The City Property Committee recommended the following Petition be granted:

159-20. Anne M. Cervantes, City Treasurer, to accept a deed in lieu of foreclosure under
| G.L. c. 60, s. 77c for a parcel of land at 0 Merrill Street, assessors’ parcel 0025-
0011-0 containing 0.09 acres, owned by the Estate of IdaRaisanen.

Report accepted. Petition granted by unanimous consent 10/0. 10 members present. Board
consists of 11 members.

" Public Works Committee - | v : ‘ Public Works
Meeting of July 28, 2020 : Committee

The Public Works Committee recommended the following Petitions be granted:

162-20. - Councillor Paul Beauchemin, to repair the sidewalk at the corner of Pratt Street
and Daniels Street, near the Red Dog Roofing Company. There is a big hole, the
sidewalk is caving in, and the wall there could be compromised.

163-20. Councillor Paul Beauchemin; to repair sidewalk at 37 Chester Street. Thisisa
hazard causing people to trip on the roots of a tree.

174-20.- ‘Councillors Paul Beauchemin and Marcus DiNatale, on behalf of Mr. Juan Torres
at 348 Daniels Street, to install a berm around the perimeter of the property where
require to prevent further erosion. : :

175-20. - Councillor Amy Green, to petition the City to have the berm at 182 Belmont
repaired to prevent further damage at the property. ‘

176-20. Councillor Paul Beauchemin, to petition the City to add an apron at 39 Edward
Street.

Report read and accepted. Petitions granted by unanimous consent 10/0. 10 members present.
Board consists of 11 members.

The Public Works Committee recommended the following Petition be held:

177-20. Councillor Paul Beauchemin, to petition the City to add a berm in front of 78 St.
Joseph Ave., in order to address water and sand issues faced by residents in the
winter. Berm should be placed from the start of the sidewalk to the berm on
Daniels St. ' -

Report read and accepted. Petition held by unanimous consent 10/0. 10 members presént.
Board consists of 11-members.
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Reports of
Committees
Public Works ¢«
Committee

Public Hearing

City of Fitchburg
Municipal Aggregatio
Plan

=}

The Public Works Committee recommended the following Petitions be giVen leave to withdraw:

102-20. - Councillor Paul Beauchemm to request Unitil to apply new ashphalt around poles
12 to 26 on Franklin Road up to Oak Hill Road.

130-20. Councillor Paul Beauchemin, to pet1t10n that Unitil repair the 51dewa1ks where
.~ new poles have been-added for the area of Woodland and Pratt Street and Pratt
Road (Poles 5, 6, 7, 8, and 23) with asphalt or cement, as well as the poles at
Beech Street and Pratt Road.

144-20. Counc1llor Paul Beauchemin, to petltlon the Unitil repair the sidewalk in front of

pole number 27 on Pratt Road The guidewire has raised the s1dewa1k in this area.
149-20. - Councillor Paul Beauchemm, to request Unitil repair the 51dewa1k at Pole #11 on
) Plymouth Street. - The sidewalk is washmg out.
129-20. Councillor Paul. Beauchermn to accept. Beech Street Lane as a Street within the
City of Fitchburg. ‘ :

Report read and accepted. Petitions given leave to w1thdraw by unanimous roll call consent.” 10
members present. Board consists of 11 members.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
City of Fitchburg Municipal Aggregation Plan -
Please see the link below for a Slide Show:

https://www. ﬁtchburgma gov/DocumentCenter/V iew/6823/F 1tchburg---Pubhc-Revrew—--
‘ 20200824 _ :

. ‘_ NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW AND PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF FITCHBURG MUNIC[PAL AGGREGATION PLAN

On May 17,2019, the City Counc11 of the City of Fitchburg unanimously passeda |
resolution to accept the provisions of M.G. L c. 164, § 134(a) and publicly declared jts

intent to become an aggregator of electric power on behalf of its residential and business
electric customers and the authorize the Magyor, as provided by such statute, to research

-and develop a plan, for review by the citizens of the City of Fitchburg, detalhng the _
processes and consequences of aggregation and to negotiate and enter into such contracts
for power supply pursuant to the plan with the understanding that if a power supply
contract is executed, individual consumers Wou]d retam the optlon not. to participate in.

the aggregatxon plan : ' S

, Clty ofﬁcials wrth the assistance of aggregatlon COnsultant Good Energy, LP, researched '
and developed a municipal aggregation plan for submission to the Department of Public
Hilities (“Department”) for approval pursuant to M.G.L, c. 164, § 134(a) which '

- authorizes a municipality to proeure electric supply on behalf of consumers within its

) mumclpal borders through a munic1pa1 aggregatxon program. The objectlves ofa
municipal aggregation ; program are to glve residents more competitive choice for their" -
electric supply, achieve longer-term price stability, offer miore renewable energy options ..

“and lower the cost of electricity, although savings are not guaranteed. Eligible electricity
.consumers not already enrolled with a competitive electric supplier would be

. automatlcally enrolled in the municipal aggregatlon program unless they chose to opt-out,
in which case they would continue to receive basic service provided by Tnitil. Duringthe
aggregation program, any participant can opt-out of the aggregauon programat any t1me
without penalty or termination fee. , ,

A copy of the municipal aggregatlon plan of the Clty of F1tchburg is available for review

“ on the City website (https:/www. fitchburgma.gov/aggregation).and at the following
locations: Fitchburg Public Library, 610 Main Street, the Mayor’s Office, 166 Boulder
Drive, and Strong Style Coffee, 37 Boulder Dnve, Fltchburg The Department requires a
two-week public review period for residents to réview and comment on the niunicipal
aggregation plan. The public review period, as announced on the City website
(https://www.fitchburgma.gov/aggregation), will be conducted from July21to -
September 3, 2020. Writtén comment dan.be submitted via emailto -

atourigny@fitchbrugma.gov; or through mail with attention to A.J. Tourigny,. % g
Boulder Drive, Suite 108, F1tchburg, MA 01420 s &

i

f'

44

The City Council will hold a public hearmg at their meeting on September 3 5.’620 g _
any residents that wish to make oral comments on the municipal aggregation pEn '
representative of the aggregation consultant, Good Energy, LP, w111 be presentsat theﬁ :
pubhc hearing to answer any questlons . ; ‘ - ™
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Public Hearing
City of Fitchburg

- Any person desiring further mformatron regardmg the municipal’ aggregatlon plan of the
- City of Fitchburg or thls notice of pubhc review and public hearmg can contact

| From: Keith Pendergrass [mallto gendergrass@gmall coml ' FIFEHBURE &y mne

) R‘.t L,EJTQ;‘ 55 £8 = v LA
Sent: Monday, July 27, 20204:01PM° _ T S CLery
‘To: Tourigny, AJ <ATourigny@fitchburgma.gov> 2@@ r -
Subject: Public Comment for Fitchburg Municipal Aggregation Plan ' .ﬁtg 17 AMN: 28
B Mr' Tourigan

I support the C1ty of F1tchburg s efforts to create and 1mp1ement a mummpal aggregatlon plan, and especlally
the optlons for adding MA Class 1 Renewable Energy Certlﬁcates in addition to the State's RPS ‘mandate. -

N

I also support the ch01ce of Good Energy, LP as the aggregat:lon consultant the1r proven admlmstratrve track
.record for municipal aggregatlons in Massachusetts should serve F1tchburg well

I strongly encourage the City to alter the default product opt1on and the opt-m/ out process between the options
inthe draftplan. - :

To have the aggregation be truly aligned with the City's environmerital sustainability goals, the default -

- product should contain more MA Class 1 RECs than the MA RPS. Only in this way can our community's
buying power be put toward acceleratmg the transition to renewable electricity sources. The Green Energy
Consumers Alliance, a non-profit in MA and RI, has shown that Massachusetts communities have saved
millions of dollars through municipal aggregation, even when the standard option contains a ‘modest amount of
renewable energy above the MA RPS, such as the optlonal 5% in F1tchburg s plan ' :
(see, https://info.greenenergyconsumers.org/gmareport2). Using the $10-$40° range for Class 1 RECs glven in
the draft aggregation plan, having 5% above the RPS as the default product would result in only an addltlonal

| $0.0005- $0 002/kWh, a truly reasonable amount for a 51gn1ﬁcant increase in renewable energy

I also.suggest t that, with-a change to the 5% Local Green as standard, part1c1pants can then e1ther opt-up to
100% Green or opt-down to the Basic product.

This would result in:

. Fitchburg’ Local Green default product
« Fitchburg Prennum 100% Local Green: opt-up product
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air quality or GHG emissions.

I would be pleased to answer any follqw-up questiOns on these cdmménts.

Keith Pehdergras

42 Dudley St

e .'Fitchblir-g Basic: opt—doi&n_ product

2

When it comes time to implement the aggregation, the City should prioritizé purchaéing and retiriﬁg MA Cléss

" 1 RECs from generators that are non-emitting (solar, wind, hydro) or that have proven reductions in global

warming potential such as the conversion of methane emissions to carbon emissions (landfill gas, biogas
digestion) over those that emit, fine particulate and other chemical pollution and are questionable in terms of
life cycle carbon emission reductions (biomass, refuse). Otherwise, the City risks directing the renewable
energy premiums from participants to generation sources that do not have a measurable positive impact on our

:
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_Tourigny, AJ

From: Keith Pendergrass <klperidérgras,s;_@'gma'il.com> -
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 12:43 PM

To: Tourigny, AJ : B S

Subject: - Re: Pub[ic Comment for Fitchburg Municipal Aggregation Plan

AlJ.,

Thank

you for reviewing my comment, ‘fc')r‘forwar'ding it to Gbo.d Energy, and for the quick reply. I é;i)preciate
it. - ‘ : . _ - _

I completely understand the need to prioritize cost savings for Fitchburg's residents and am hopeful that as
Fitchburg's resurgence continues, we can explore increasing the percentage of renewables in the default and 5%
Local Green products in subsequent procurements. I am also hopeful that those who have the means to do so,
including prominent businesses, institutions, and residents, will opt-in to one of the higher renewable energy
products to take a leadership role in contributing to the City's sustainability goals. It's great to hear that the

- RECs will be purchased and retired through Green Energy Consumers Alliance, ensuring that the premiums

paid by Fitchburg residents go toward tangible local health and environmental improvements from a greener
grid. o : -

I look forward to the evéntual approval and implementation of the plan.

* Keith Pendergrass |
On Wed, Jul 29, 2020 at 10:37 AM Tourigny, AT <ATouriggy@ﬁtchbu'rgr_gé.g ov> Wrote: %
Good morning Keith, z—")
. :1 3
Thank you for submitting public comment for Fitchburg’s Community Aggregation Plan. e e
el P

| have forwarded youf questions to our vendor, GoodEnergy, and | am happy to provide you with a response below::

“The points that Mr. Pendergrass-expresses as a member of the Energy Commission are common to a number of our
aggregation clients. Energy Committees / Commissions tend to want more renewable energy in the default product

since their goal is to quickly increase the amount of renewable energy in the energy mix of the residents and businesses
in.the municipality. ' ' :

. In my initial méeting with you, Mary Delaney and Mayor DiNatale the objective expressed was to provide the most

economical default product for the City with édditional options including on'e'with‘ an additional 5% renewable energy
and one with 100% renewable energy. This was seen by Mayor DiNatale as the best product mix for the income profile
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of the City. We have found that in municipalities with larger low income populations, it is most important to give
individual consumers the choice of selecting options with more renewable energy. This model maximizes partlcmatlon

in the aggregation.

“We have partneréed with Green Energy Consumers Alliance (GECA) for our MA Class | RECs. They are the gold standard
for MA Class | RECs in Massachusetts All of the renewable energy facilities from which they purchase RECs are non-

emitting, non-biomass facilities i in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Maine and are mostly wind with some solar and -

anaerobic digestion. It is important that GECA can measure the positive impact of the renewable energy facnhtles from

which they purchase their RECs

The overall objective for any municipality should be to balance the economic and envnronmental goals based on the
income profile and enwronmental desires of their residents. | think you, Mary Delaney and Mayor DiNatale have

selected the best model for the City for the initial electricity supply agreement. After the initial term of the aggregation

and residents and businesses are familiar with participating, the City could change the default product for. the renewal

of the electricity supply agreement if that is the sentiment of the participating residents and busmesses o

All the best,

-Al.

Al 'Tdurigny
Chiéf of Staff to th_e Mayor . |
The Clty of Fitchburg,' |
978e329-1803

' -httg' :[-[. 'Ww.ﬁ"‘cchbqrgma.g‘ov[;
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.From:
Sent:

To:
Subject: -

I support aggregation as a short-term measure but your long term goal should be to get rid of Unitil. Are you
domg anything about that‘7 I

If the Mérrimack Valley can get nd of Columbla Gas we should be able to dump Unitil. They are horrible.

Jacquelyn Wehtje
. 170 Belmont Street

) Wehtje <wehtjej@gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 4:53 PM.
Tourigny, AJ '
Aggregation
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- The public hearing was declared open at 7:24 PM on September 3, 2020.

Al Tourigny, Mayoral Chief of Staff, introduced John P. O’ Rourke Energy Spec1ahst and
Director of Marketing Northeast for Good Energy, to the City Council.

Mr. Tourigny explained that the Hearing was one step on the process of moving forward with the
Aggregation plan. He also noted that two written communications of public comment had been
presented in the meeting Packet.

Mr. O’Rourke presented a brief slide show to the Council outlining the history of the
Aggregation process so far, including that Good Energy had been chosen by the City to move
forward with the Aggregation Plan. He noted that there had been a public review period from
July 21% through September 3™ before the Hearing that was now taking place, and that the Plan
has been available on the Fitchburg City website, at the Mayor’s Office, the Library, and at
Strong Style Coffee so that residents would be able to review and make comments.

Mr. O’Rourke noted that the default product in the Plan had the same amount of renewable
energy as required by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The options would be 5% more or
100% more green energy. A review by the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) had taken
place on August 27%. DOER determined that the Plan was in compliance with MGL 164, sec.
134a. DOER had issued a consultation letter to the Mayor that the Plan was in compliance. Any
oral or written comments submitted for or during the Hearing would become’ part of the Plan and
would be submitted to the Department of Public Utilities, which is the approving body, and the
process usually took 6-8 months.

President Kushmerek noted that two (2) letters of public comment, from Mr. Keith Pendergrass,
42 Dudley Road, and Ms. Jacquelyn Wehtje, 170 Belmont Street were included in the Council
packet.

Mr. Tourigny noted that he wished to recogmze Mary Delaney, Chief Procurement Officer, who
had been instrumental in the process, as well as Mayor DiNatale, who wished to help defray as
many costs as possible to the citizens of Fitchburg.

Councilor Squailia questioned what an average bill would look like at the 5% or 100% choice.
Mr. O’Rourke stated that the Plan was structured so that the least expensive option would be the
default and then the 5% or 100% would be available. He noted that he had responded to the
email from Mr. Pendergrass, and essentially, this was the best way for the program to start, and
upon renewal, once people got used to the program, that would be time to look at options. The
difference between basic and 5% would be price of Class 1 RECs at the time of bid. A usual
range from 'z to 1 cent per kilowatt hour, but the Mayor was looking for least expensive
alternative. Upon being asked what that would equate to in typical bill, Mr. O’Rourke responded
that at 7,500 kW per year, this would add approximately $75.00 a year. For the 100% range it
was closer to 2 ¥z to 3 cents difference, which would equate to approximately $200-225:00.
Residents would automatically start with default minimum and then could opt in to other options.
Councilor Green questioned how automatic enrollment worked and whether it would it be
everyone who uses to Unitil. Mr. O’Rourke stated that essentially the process for the 30-day opt
out period is that anyone who does not opt out within this time is automatically put into the Plan.
Information is given out at the time so the public would understand the process. Councilor
Green then asked what the longest term for opt-in would be allowed. Mr. O’Rourke said that
there were currently many different options, including 12, 18,24, 30, 36 months. The City
would decide which term best met their needs. In the most recent bids the best rates had been
between 30 and 36 months. He stated that more could be determined when the time to go out to
bid approached. Usually longer term is best pricing. Mr. O’Rourke noted that Good Energy

- does not handle any billing, Unitil would service the account and service, the only change is who

the supplier was. This meant that utility poles would still be owned by Unitil.

Councilor DiNatale asked Mr. O’Rourke to explain what the next steps would be in the process
as he was concerned with the public not being fully aware of what was happening. Mr.
O’Rourke stated that the Aggregation Plan would be submitted to Department of Public Utilities
and that there would be another Public Hearing. This portion of the process was expected to take
6-8 months. Therefore bidding would not happen before this time. During this time press
releases, and information to be handed out in Municipal Offices would be given by Good
Energy. When 30-day opt out process was coming up, there would be ramped up information
being offered through public meetings, meetings with local/civic groups, a website that is put up
for public comment and questions, as well as public access TV. In that 30 day period every
ehglble customer will get a notification and allows them the choice of takmg no option and
opting in, or sending in an opt-out card. This would be sent under the auspices of the City.
Councilor Beauchemin asked when someone could opt-out of the Program. Mr. O’Rourke
explained that although the official requirement by the Department of Public.Utilities was 30

-days, at any point, any customer may opt-out without any penalties. Mr. O’Rourke pointed out
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that unless they could get a better price, they would not go out to bid. They would wait for the
most competitive time. He also stated that the service was provided at no cost to the City.
Councilor Van Hazinga asked whether the objective was to provide electric at a lower price. Mr.
O’Rourke confirmed this by saying that they were able to go out at strategic times for bidding,
whereas Unitil could only do so at two specific times of the year, regardless of the market.
Councilor Van Hazinga asked whether Mr. O’Rourke was able to provide any recent figures or
percentages. Mr. O’Rourke offered to send the information to the Mayor’s Office. Councilor
Van Hazinga asked whether distribution rates would be affected due to changing supplier. Mr.
O’Rourke stated that since deregulations in the 1990s, no utility companies make money on

- supply — they do so on transmission, maintenance, and billing, so they are not concerned with
where the supply comes from. ‘

President Kushmerek stated that offering this option was a great service to those that were
bearing the Unitil rates and was excited to support the efforts of the Administration. He also
thanked the Mr. Pendergrass and Ms. Wehtje for offering their comments in favor of the
Aggregation Plan. '

No one chose to speak in favor or opposmon to the Petition.

The public hearing was declared closed at 7:47 PM.

' ORDERS-FINANCE
Motion to Suspend the Rules passed by unanimous consent 10/0:

- 179-20. ORDERED THAT: The City of Fitchburg hereby approves the expenditure of
funds from the Federal Railroad Administration, Office of Railroad Policy and
Development grant in the approximate amount of $7,500.00 (SEVEN
THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 DOLLARS) for the purpose of
said grant, which is to support mob1hzat10ns that will enforce trespass prevention
on railroad property.

180-20. ORDERED THAT: The City of Fitchburg hereby approves the expenditure of
funds from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security,
State 911 Department grant in the approximate amount of $174,594.00 (ONE
HUNDRED SEVENTY-FOUR THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED NINETY-
FOUR AND 00/100 DOLLARS) for the purpose of said grant which is to support
salaries and provide repair and enhancement to the E911 service system in the
Police Department

Orders adopted by unanimous consent 10/0. 10 members present Board consists of 11
members.
Orders signed by the Mayor September 10, 2020.

The following Orders were referred to the Council as a Whole Committee:

181-20. ORDERED THAT: There be and hereby is approprlated the Mayor’s Fiscal Year

2021 Operating Budget:
General Fund: $134,397,026
Water Enterprise: $ 6,778,877
Wastewater Enterprise: $ 12,925,648
Airport Fund: $ 817,300
182-20. ORDERED THAT: There be and hereby is appropriated the sum of SEVEN

HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($700,000), same to be-credited to the
Fiscal Year 2021 TAX LEVY and charged against OVERLAY SURPLUS.

183-20. ORDERED THAT: There be and hereby is appropriated the sum of TWO
MILLION, ONE HUNDRED NINE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,109,000),
same to be charged against AVAILABLE FUNDS and credited to the Fiscal Year
2021 TAX LEVY in order to reduce the tax rate.

“|Public Hearing
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184-20.

185-20.

186-20.

187-20.

188-20.

189-20.

ORDERED THAT: there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of TWO
HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHTY-THREE DOLLARS ($209,860.00),

- same to be charged against PARKING METER/GARAGE RECEIPTS and

credited to Fiscal Year 2021 accounts as follows:
Treasurer Personal Services $ 96,860.00
Treasurer Expenses $113,000.00

ORDERED THAT: There be and hereby is appropriated the sum of TWENTY-
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($25,000), same to be charged against PEG
ACCESS AND CABLE RELATED FUND recelpts and credited to Fiscal Year
2021 accounts as follows:

Informatlon Technology, PEG expenses:$ 25,000

ORDERED THAT: There be and hereby is appropriated the sum of FIFTEEN
THOUSAND ($15,000), same to be charged against CEMETERY SALE OF
LOTS AND GRAVES and credited to Fiscal Year 2021 accounts as follows:
Cemetery Personal Services:$ 15,000

ORDERED THAT: there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of SIX
MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-EIGHT THOUSAND, EIGHT |

 HUNDRED SEVENTY-SEVEN DOLLARS ($6,778,877.00), charging
' $6,666,500.00 against WATER ENTERPRISE FUND RECEIPTS and

$112,377.00 against WATER ENTERPRISE FUND RETAINED EARNINGS
and crediting Fiscal Year 2021 Water Enterprise Fund accounts as follows:

Personal Services - $1,735,312.00
Expenses - $1,492,500.00
Indirect Costs _ -$ 920,000.00
Debt Service $2,261,065.00
Capltal Expenses $ 370,000.00

'ORDERED THAT: there be and hereby is appropnated the sum of TWELVE

MILLION, NINE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED
FORTY-EIGHT DOLLARS ($12,925,648.00), charging $11,762,463.00 against
WASTEWATER ENTERPRISE FUND RECEIPTS and $1,163,185.00 against
WASTEWATER ENTERPRISE RETAINED EARNINGS and crediting Fiscal
Year 2021 Wastewater Enterprise Fund accounts as follows:

Personal Services o $2,331,128.00
Expenses $2,823,500.00
Indirect Costs . - $1,150,000.00
Debt Service v $5,679,020.00
Capital Expenses : $ 942,000.00

ORDERED THAT: there be and hereby is appropriated the sum of EIGHT
HUNDRED SEVENTEEN THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS
($817,300.00), same to be charged against AIRPORT RECEIPTS RESERVED
and credited to Fiscal Year 2021 Airport Fund accounts as follows:

Personal Services $277,550.00

Expenses ' $539,750.00




%””/WM/ .September. 3,.2020...

ORDER-OTHER
The follovmng Order was referred to the Clty Property Comrmttee '
190-20. ORDERED THAT: Authorizing the Clty of F1tchburg to accept the donation of a

certain property known as the Dimmick Property located off Grimes Road in
Hubbardston, MA as outlined in the enclosed Order. ¢ -

Gty of Fitehbury

' ' . . In City Council, '

FITGHBURG CITY GLERK

| | b2
ORDERED:~ That ~
-RESOLUTION and ORDER this __ day of e 2020 authorrzmg the Crty of
.:~F|tchburg to (1) e'donatlon ofa certaln property, known as the Dimmick Property
(heremafter : f id Prop berngi a 60 acre. parcel of land located off Grimes -

. adjacent to land owned by the'City of Fitchburg -
.- voir; (2):to place the Property under the -
control, supervrsron and managemen_t Board of Water/Wastewater Commiissioners;.
(3) to authorize the Board of Water/\WWastewater Commlssroners the DPW Division of Water
Supply, its-municipal agents and. the Mayer to carry.out the intent and purposes of this .
Order by signing contracts, ‘recordable instruments and any other instruments:in the name
of and on_ behalf of the City of Fltchburg to carry out these purposes; in the public interest
pursuant to Sectlons 398 and 41 of Chapter 40 of'the General Laws of Massachusetts

| :NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED and ORDERED that the Dlmmlck Property
) conveyed to the City of Fitchburg shall be subject to the provisions of Article 97 of the

ts.to the Constitution of the Commionwealth of Massachusetts as open:space for -

- 'fdnnktng water supply, protection purposes and that the Property shall be placed in the’
control, care-and custody of the Board of WaterNVastewater Commlssmners of the City of
Fitchburg, and it is further : -

ORDERED that the Board of. WaterNVastewater Commnssroners the Deputy Commrssroner

"~ ofthe City of Fitchburg D.P.W. - Division of Water Supply and municipal agents are hereby

-authorized to execute-contracts and any other mstruments as are necessary or helpful for
carrying out. thls Order, and it is further :

ORDERED that the Mayor of the City of Fltchburg is authorrzed to execute contracts and
restrictions- and any other instruments as he, in his discretion, shall determine necessary or
. helpful for carrying out this Order. Third parties may rely upon the representation of the

Mayor as to his authority to execute any suchinstrument in the name of the City of
: Fltchburg

_'VOTED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FITCHBURG this
day of ., 2020 at Fitchburg, Massachusetts

A TRUE COPY ATI'EST

Mary de AIderete, City Clerk

Order-Other
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Order—Opher ) .
FITCHB.U_RG.Cl‘_I’_Y CouneiL ; N E
Dimmick Property___Hl.lbbardston : - | Eﬂﬁﬂg\jg% CiTY :CLERK
o -Acres - 60 - . B RN ' A
A rl.ased Value | $90,000 'iﬂ%z’:ﬁ“ﬁ 26 A7 51
o~ . Project Budget ‘ K
( ' Purchase Price $0
Dde Diligence & Project éoéts $13,245 - '
o[ Smam]
° Cost'as percent of Value  14.72%
Recording Fees : 2020
DOCUMENT . 'COST o o e
Deed - %155 _ " FITCHBURG CITY CLERK
~ Minicipal Vote S %105 - ' ‘ o =
e - 280 . COWMAUG 26 AM T:51
Trustee Certificate $105 . - S | .
Survey © 8105
TOTAL : ~ $550
Legal Drafting S -
' DOCUMENT - ' COST e e o
| | DOCHMERT o s00 FITCHBURG CITY-CLERK -
AN Trustee Certificate ' $150° o _ ‘
* City Council Petition ~ * - s10 - N0 AUG 26 AN T: 51

City Council Resolution & Order ‘ $100
: $550
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PETITIONS
The following Petition was referred to the Finance Committee:

191-20.  Councillor Andrew Van Hazinga, to approve Mayor DiNatale’s proposed Tax-
_ Increment Exemption (TIE) agreement for 18 Blossom Street, pursuant to the city
of Fitchburg’s Housing Development incentive Program (HDIP) market-rate
housing district. ' s

The following Petition was referred to the Planning Board, Legislative Affairs Committee and
Community Development: ‘

192-20. New Vue Communities and 62-82 Academy Street, Inc., to amend the boundaries
of the Downtown Smart Grown Zoning District as outlined in the enclosed
Petition.

The following Petition was referred to the Public Safety Committee:

193-20. Sgt. Daniel Boudreau, FPD Traffic Unit,and Nicolas Bosenetto, DPW
Commissioner, to amend Section 169, ch. 24, Parking Prohibited at all times:
Beech St. East side from Litchfield St. south to Kimball St.
Beech St. West side from Kimball St. to Pratt St.

 The following Petitions were r_eferred to the Public Works Committee:

3

Wary de Alﬂj’féte, City Clerk

194-20. ° Councillor Andrew Van Hazinga, on behalf of James Cormier, to repair the
. sidewalk along Blossom Street between Elm and Mechanic Streets.

195-20. Councillor Andrew Van Hazinga, on behalf of James Cormier, to install a
guardrail along Blossom Street at 612 Elm Street. -

196-20. " Councillors DiNatale and Schultz, on behalf of Elizabéth'C'arbone, to install a
new berm at 261 Albee Street and replace the sidewalk in front of the same
address. -

197-20. Councillor Paul Beauchemin, to petition the City to have a berm placed in the

front of 107-93 York Avenue, and an apron added to the driveway on 107 York
Avenue due to washout caused by rainwater.

198-20. Councillor Andrew Van Hazinga and Susette Roman, to repair the sidewalk at
153 Prichard Street.

199-20. Councillor Andrew Van Hazinga & Susette Roman, to repair the sidewalk at 100
Elm St. '

The meeting adjourned at 7:53 P.M.

NI

Petitions




