Please be aware, the City has adopted this temporary moratorium through May 31, 2025
For questions regarding this, please email CommDev@fitchburgma.gov or call 978-829-1890

AN ORDINANCE: Amend §181-66 to add a new section §181-66 – A – as follows:

§181-66- A- TEMPORARY MORITORIUM ON LARGE SCALE GROUND
MOUNTED SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC FACILITIES

§181-66- A- 1 Purpose: This Ordinance adopted pursuant to Zoning Act, G.L. c.
40A, as amended, Section 2A of 1975 Mass. Acts 808, and by Article 89 of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the
purpose of conserving the City’s available forested land and open space by which
greenhouse gases are reduced through carbon capture and sequestering; to allow
for the completion of the Nashua River Watershed’s Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness Climate Resiliency Plan; the City’s Climate Action Plan; and given
recent cases that involve significant storm water runoff challenges, the
development of Land Disturbance Regulations; and in order to protect the public
health and welfare of the residents of Fitchburg and in order to adopt an
appropriate and effective zoning ordinance allowing and encouraging large scale
ground mounted solar photovoltaic facilities.

§181-66- B – 2 For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other
provision of the Zoning Ordinance to the contrary, the City hereby adopts a
temporary moratorium on the permits for and use of land for large scale ground
mounted solar photovoltaic facilities. The moratorium shall be in effect through
May 31, 2025 unless adoption of new Zoning Ordinance addressing Large Scale
Ground-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Facilities is in effect, whichever is earlier.
During the moratorium period, the City shall undertake a planning process to
address the potential impacts of large scale ground mounted solar photovoltaic
facilities and related uses, and shall consider adopting new Zoning Ordinances to
better address the impact and construction of same in the City.
