City of Fitchburg
Main Street Accessibility Grant Program Guidelines
Who is eligible to apply?
Owners of buildings located in the City’s approved Urban Renewal District (see map) who need to make building alterations to comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), accessibility standards of the current Massachusetts Building Code, and/or life and safety alterations to comply with the Massachusetts Building Code. Typically this grant would be used for the installation of elevators to develop commercial or residential spaces on upper floors, to provide accessibility for existing tenants to those spaces, and/or sprinklers system installation or upgrade.

How do I apply?
Program application forms are available at the Fitchburg Community Development & Planning Department, City Hall, 718 Main Street, Suite 308 Fitchburg, MA 01420. For more information, please contact Maribel Cruz- 978-829-1894.

What standards must be met in order to qualify for assistance?
These are examples of two possible paths that can be followed for assistance under this program.

Option #1 – You intend to lease space to a business, (or your business) for commercial and/or residential use and must install an elevator, ramp, or other accessibility improvements to comply with the Massachusetts Building Code accessibility. Confirmation of this must be documented in writing from the Building Commissioner.

Option #2 – If an elevator or other improvement is not required by the Mass. Building Code, you may still be eligible for assistance if you are able to meet the job creation or job retention requirements of the program. At least 51% of such jobs must be provided for or made available to persons who meet the income guidelines of the program.

What is the Maximum Grant Reimbursement I can receive?
The maximum grant reimbursement under the Accessibility Matching Grant Program is $20,000. Any investment related to accessibility or life safety code corrections may be considered as match. Grantee must provide documentation of other investment, representing at least 20% of the accessibility grant amount. Receipt of reimbursement under this program is subject to the following terms and conditions:
· Compliance with city procurement standards
· Documentation of all invoices and payment in full of all costs must be provided in a form acceptable to the city. This is a reimbursement program only.
· Completion of all work, documentation of required inspections and certifications of completion
must be provided by the appropriate state and/or local authorities.
· 
For more information, please contact Maribel Cruz of the Community Development
Office at 978-829-1894.
