testing might be warranted if your water
has elevated nitrite/nitrate concentra-

tions or significant amounts of pesticide}’

have been applied near the well. These
less-routine tests may not be performed:
at all state certified laboratories.

When To Test

DEP recommends that prospective
homebuyers test the water in a homs
with a private well before purchase.
Water quality in wells is generally stable,]
and if a change is going to occur, it occuis
slowly. Thus the interval between water
quality tests, once you’ve purchased the
home, can generally be in terms of years
.(see chart) if a well is properly con-
structed and located in a safe areca.

However, the following -conditions
would prompt more frequent testing:

= Heavily developed areas with land
that handle hazardous chemicals.

=Recent well construction activities o
repairs. DEP recommends taking

bacterial test after any well repair o]

pump or plumbing modification, but
only after disinfection and substan-
tial flushing of the water system.

= Contaminant concentrations above:
state or federal mﬁmunmam found inf

earlier testing.

= Noticeable variations in quality like a
water quality change after a heavy
rain, extended drought, or an unex-
plained change in a previously

trouble-free well (i.e. funny taste,

cloudy appearance, etc.).

' @ Printed on 100% recycled paper, with a minimum

When taking any sample, DEP recom-
mends that it be taken after a heavy rain- -
storm, These events tend to highlight condi-

tions of improper Sdz construction or poor

soil filtration.

What the Tests Tell You

Results will reveal the level at which any of
the tested substances were found in your
water sample. The mere presence of these
contaminants in well water does not neces-
sarily imply that there is a problem. How-

. ever, when levels exceed state or federal

health standards, you should take steps to
correct the situation. -Several ‘methods are
available from commercial contractors to treat
contaminated water.

- For More Information

As private wells in Massachusetts are regu-

" lated at the local level, you should first
contact your local Board of Health for

your town’s private well testing require-
ments. For more information about pri-

. vate wells including additional water qual- -

ity testing recommendations, you should
refer to the DEP Private Well Guidelines,
which are available on the Drinking Water
Program’s Publication web page. Other
information such as the listing of state
certified laboratories can also be accessed
through the web page.

m.c-. mm&ﬂouﬁ assistance contact the DEP

- Unbﬁbmdqmﬁnwuomnmﬁﬂ

Massachuasetts Department of

Environmesital Protection Drinking Water gﬁ!
1 Winter Street, 6* Floor-

Boston, MA 02108

phone: 617-292-5770

www.mass.gov/dep |

bf 50% post consumer waste,using vegetable based inks

Protect Your

Family

Test Your Well’s

‘Water Quality Today

A Guide to Water Quality

Testing for Private Wells

foen u..J..___dn w1
emaighiEn

SEPA

Wew England




{4240 oo} yons ‘ISASMOL] "1S0D ysy
o4} Jo 9sneoaq Apuwur ‘spunodwioo owef
~10 oBAQUAS 10 ‘saproiqroy ‘sapionsed
ayI] sSumy Joy Fursay yuonbory pusys
-THOJ31 J0U S0P JH( ‘20URISTY 10, 010y
P2quIosap jou Supse) [euourppe axmbdx
Aew 1o mo£ 03 saE[RI S20UR)SIWINIIEY

‘$)S3, |euolippy
"SEQIR SJOUISI UI UD

xarem I3 Ul punoy oq ues gepn (A
SE [ons) SIUSAJOS JeLRSHpuI pue (ouo

-usq pue gEIN se gons) spunodwos o ~..

-0SES WO} 911100 SO A VOO 10T &

- {SD0A). spunodwo

Oluefag apejop 3

"Yeay

. . $30,
1o pJeog [eao) (Auo sjjlam yo0ipaq)
ay1 Aq pasnbay u2312g eydjy sS04
asimIaylo " uop
se o ‘(Aueak SILIN/IIRM
pajduses euajoeg uwirojijo
aq p|noys _

Yowym auzu M7 wnpog
/erenupue | ) Hd
ElIS)0eq 40} ! assuefiuepy

1da0xa) sieak . - pea

ua} AJeAs aouo _. . Loy
jo wnwiuw $soupIRH
ele Uy} pue  apuonyj
'SjUBUIIEIUGY | B.&oo
e Joy Ayeniuy _ apuolyn
Jojuopy oluesIy

" Kouanbauy L -

Bupgsoy sisAjeuy piepue;

AUy uondoLy [wrawNo.aRT 811 21 dq uod up papunf som 2MYICHG SHYE .

‘Pepasu oq WS wreIm
10 WINIpET SB TONS S[RISUIWI SANOBOIPRI
oyroads 105 Suysay sogung Doy a3pnl
03 183 s1dums e st usaroy eydyy ssoiy v

- I91EM T[240 UL POA[OSSIP oq ABWI ‘wnroern

DU WIPRI S8 0S8 ‘STBIsu QALOBOIpEY
uaa.1ag eydly ssoig ¢

['s12Aa] uopes 1o0pur mok
Suryoerp Iopisuos ospe PINOYS NOL “rgem
[94 mOA ur pajeasys ore S[2A3] UOPEY JI
:270N7] *S[9A3] uoyor pa1soSSns AT0o ‘1318
JuuLIp ur uope: oy Spiepum)s 9)els

10 [RI3PD) OU aIe 2I19Y) ‘AQIUSSIL S|PM

Jo0Ipag ul Apeioadsa ‘S§1198NYOBSSREA]
Ul woaqord Iotem [om B aq ues uopeyy

‘uopey ¢

.Goﬁc Pue 9)513) sopapsae 10age Ao’

m.ﬁ.uﬂo SMYA ‘SUIOUd pajelar-Jieay osod
SJUBUILUEIIOD 359 JO SWIOY “SIUCTILIRIUOD
UOUIIIOD 150 S S19A00 SISAfeue ofseq smyT,

sisfjeuy piepue)g *

N

. | PUdl 2UO Ib 53531 243 fo [0
Op 01 Lips§203u JoU §1 JF “[[aM INOK 107 oﬁ.mtm

-oxdde sxre s)80) [EUOTIPPE IaGaTM opIosp
0} SOST puej AQJeau JopIsuod osye pmoys
NOA ‘ISASMOY] “Iojem [jom S, 5E)s. mo ur
PUNOJ SJIBUTIIE)NOS SPRIH-ULUI PUE [BINEN
HOUIWIO) 313 JO 9W0S AFIuspl s380) 0say T,

“Aujenb 1oem S oM © Jo s1oyeoipur o158q

Isows o) Ao apraoxd sjsay Suimorjoy sy,

S)Sa] papualiWoIdy

“Juepodur 08 ST uonEUIIIEIHOD
WIOJY T]9Mm 1104 199301d 01 samsesw Surye

Aym ST yey], “[lom 1Mok o1 yea1y) & asod

uEs WsAs ondos [EMISPISOE S1IS-U0 Ue

uaAy "Apradoidur suop Usym punois oy

SJEUIUBIUOD UBD S[EOTISYD PIOYIsnOY Jo
fesodsip pue quowdmba usme] Jo Surjan]
‘sapronsad pue sioznmisy jo ,ﬂcu«ozanm
9y} S& GONS “SINIANOE [BIUSPISII [eordA)
U342 “ISAIMOY] "PUncIs o) oy saoueisgns
snoprezey aonpoxnui Ued sfds [ony puw
‘Bunyjes. peos ‘|esodsip 9)sEA sadoxdurn
‘sanianoe EmuuoEEou.\E_bmﬂvE ‘ajeos
38IB] B UQ "SOUTATIOR UBWINYG UIOI] puej o1}
0100 AR II9T) PULY SJURHILEILOD Btalisly

. "S[BIOTITN IS0 PUR ‘LmIUEIn
‘OIUdsIE “UOPEI ‘BLIOIOEQ oI S20TBISqNS
SPN[OUL ISIY T, “SNISSUYSESSEA] JO S{108 pue
S300J 2Y) UI PUNOY SOIMEDY WL FULLIND
=20 A[jEImEU 35B SIUPUIUIEIZOO SWOS

| PolBUNTEIUOD Sunooaq “punois oy ur

IO U0 Jussaid 218 J0Y) S[ELISIEWI QAJOSSIP
UEd Isjem O TIOS S yFnosy syeos
¥} SV 'pUnoI3 oy ojur SN usTH Jey
M0Uus pue UIRl St $)BWFLIO I0)eM [[op

SiioM J0 UoeUIWEIU0Y

"AI0jeIOqR] PONIoD 9jElS B osn pue
‘os op s[am oyeAud gum SISUMOGITIOY
Ii® 1eyl spuswwosss (Jgq) uonoe
01 [eluRluonAUy Jo jusunieday spos
-MYOBSSBIA SU (Qeol Jo preog [eo0f 10
Iopua] aFeSpowt ok wouy aq Aew o131}

- YBnoyje) pagse) iojem (oM Inok sARy

03 uawannbay o123 ou 51 2191 A[IGA
. "Supsyy Kroperoqe 4q paunu
~I313p aq AJuo ueo ssuasard 18y ], "10[09 30
‘IOPO “3)SP} OU 9ABY USHO SIUBLIURITOD
AURIAl “U[eSY wemMY O] JSIX ® gsod
*“A101%01 pue JeouEs 0] PUI] U23q 2ART]

Joyem. SUD[ULIp Ul SjuRUNLeIuoD wog
~ *Ainwey mok pue nok
01 Juepodwir oq prnoiys Sunsey ALenb
Torem womt ‘[am o1eaud B sary nok gy

SlISM 9jeAld



